Oxford and its Story

instance, in the transept of Romsey Abbey, The
pillars of the choir date, as has been said, from
jEthelred's day ; the rest is twelfth-century restoration,
save the rich and graceful pendent roof, which accords
so strangely well with the robust Norman work it
crowns. The clerestory was converted into Per-
pendicular, and remodelled to carry this elaborate
vaulting, which should be compared with that of the
old Divinity School, or Henry VIUs Chapel at
Westminster, and attributed, not ift accordance with
tradition to the time of Wolsey, but to the close of the
fifteenth century.

The very effective east end is a conjectural restora-
tion of the old Norman design, and was the work of
Sir Gilbert Scott, who also opened the lantern-story
and made many other sweeping changes and restora-
tions, necessitated by the previous restorations of
seventeenth-century Dean Duppa, and the neglect of
his successors.

When Cricklade's restoration was finished, or
nearly so, it was decided, in order to revive the once
so famous memory of S. F rides wide, to translate her
relics from their obscure resting-place (probably the
southernmost of the three Saxon apbes) to some
notable place in the church. The King, the Arch-
bishop, many bishops, and many of the nobility and
clergy gathered together to take part in this great
ceremony* The bones of the Saint were taken up, set
in a gilt coffin and placed on the north side of the
choir. Miracles were wrought at the new shrine, and
pilgrims crowded thither.

The money brought in by these means was badly
needed, both for the restoration which had been
begun and for the further restoration which was now
rendered necessary by the great fire which de-
stroyed a large part of Oxford in 1190, and, whilst